" Portsmouth:

By RONALD B. HARRISON

A member of the Ports-
mouth police force maintains
Portsmouth is the birthplace
of liberty in this country. And,
he says, his research through
old records sustains his claim.

Sgt. John T. Fierce of 52
Cedar Ave., says the Com-

pact of Portsmouth on March
7. 1638, guaranteed liberties
that were unheard of during
that time.

T+ was Sergeant Pierce ::’RO

Marking stone which tells of the Portsmouth Compact is examined by Sgt. John T.

Pierce of Portsmouth police and his son, Ricky.
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Real Cradle of Liberty?

compact were among the in-
tellectual elite of Massachu-
setts. Most had college de-
grees, the sergeant says.
Among these men Wwas Dr.
John Clarke, one of the orig-
inal settlers of Portsmouth
and later founder of Newport.
It is his memory that zealous
Aquidneck residents periqdl-
cally attempt to immortalize.
From time to time, residents
of Newport County, who tra-
ditionally regard themselves

as being a cut above people
have

from the Plantations,
+amted movements to

r his

home and finally in July, 1663,
Charles 1I granted the charter.

“Clarke had more to do
with the charter than Williams
did,”” Sergeant Pierce says.
“Williams wrote one, but
Clarke wrote a better one,”
he says. And no one really
knows how much either man
contributed to the final form.

The sergeant, who has been
studying the state’s history
for more than 20 of his 39
vears, keeps at his hobby in
other ways. He writes papers.
Not for publication, but for
- benefit and amuse-
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snooty during that time. Resi-
dents carried with them proof
that they owned property or
had other goods. Anyone who
didn't could be charged with
the old equivalent of vagran-
cy, but with more serious con-
sequences.

“Thesq people didn’t want
anyone in town that couldn’t
pay their own way,” he says.

The Sergeant digs too. Nnt
only for historical facts, but
for artifacts. Arrowheads,
long-stemmed clay pipes that
date back to the 18th Cen-
tury. He's found them all.
~ Some he's found nine feet be-

the attic. They were stored
temporarily in the police. de-
partment’'s photo lab and the
serecant, a. police photogra-
pher, had a chance to pour
through the books and papers.

The documents. still firm
and white after cenfuries, are
all marked with the seal of
each succeeding town -clerk.
That is, until the present seal
was adopted.

He has a theory about the
seal, too. Containing seven
eight-pointed  stars, the seal
has always been a mystery.
Some ‘maintain. it has some-
thing to do with the town, but
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By RONALD B. HARRISON

A member of the Ports-
mouth police force maintains
Portsmouth is the birthplace
of liberty in this country. And,
he says, his research through
old records sustains his claim.

Sgt. John T. Pierce of 52
Cedar Ave., says the Com-
pact of Portsmouth on March
7. 1638, guaranteed liberties
that were unheard of during
that time.

It was Sergeant Pierce who
told town officials recently
that the state owes about $490
to the town in overdue fees for
a book borrowed at the turn
of the century.

Ironically, the compact was
signed to protect the religious
freedom that its signers had
sought when they fled Eng-
land in the early 1600’s. The
signatories left the religious
intolerance of Plymouth Col-
ony and came to Rhode Is-
land to seek freedom. They
guaranteed this by the com-
pact.

According to Sergeant
Pierce, the.[.3 signers of the

Pierce of Portsmouth police and his son, Ricky.

A

Portsmouth: Real Cradle

compact were among the in-
tellectual elite of Massachu-
setts. Most had college de-
grees, the sergeant says.

Among these men was Dr.
John Clarke, one of the orig-
inal settlers of Portsmouth
and later founder of Newport.
It is his memory that zealous
Aquidneck residents periodi-
cally attempt to immortalize.

From time to time, residents
of Newport County, who tra-
ditionally regard themselves
as being a cut above people
from the Plantations, have
started movements fo rever
Dr. Clarke as the founder of
the state. But the old doctor
usually has finished second
best to Roger Williams.

In explaining the theory,
Sergeant Pierce is ready to
take aim at some of the state’s
more sacred cows. Roger Wil-
liams, for example.

“John Clarke's the founder
of the state,”” he says. The
way history has it, both Wil-
liams and Clarke journeyed
to England to gain a charter
for the state. Clarke re-
mained there for about 10
years after Williams returned
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is examined by Sgt. John T.
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home and finally in July, 1663,
Charles II granted the charter.
“Clarke had more to do
with the charter than Williams
did,”* Sergeant Pierce says.
“Williams wrote one, but
Clarke wrote a better one,”’
he says. And no one really
knows how much either man
contributed to the final form.
The sergeant, who has been
studying the state's history
for more than 20 of his 39
vears, keeps at his hobby in
other ways. He writes papers.
Not for publication, but for
his own benefit and amuse-
ment. He's working on one
now about the town's peor-
house that stood just south of
the Raytheon plant off West
Main Road. He thinks it was
built during the late 1700's.
“The people didnt’ have it
very good while they were
there,”” he says. Their treat-
ment depended a lot on the
discretion of the keeper. The
poor were committed for an
indefinite period and lived in
“‘dqark rooms,”’ dungeonlike
cells with little light and air.
He implies that the people
of Portsmouth were a bit

snooty during that time. Resi-
dents carried with them proof
that they owned property or
had other goods. Anyone who
didn't could be charged with
the old equivalent of vagran-
cy, but with more serious con-
sequences.

“These people didn’'t want
anyone in town that couldn’t
pay their own way," he says.

The Sergeant digs too. Not
only for historical facts, but
for artifacts. Arrowheads,
long-stemmed clay pipes that
date back to the 18th Cen-
tury. He's found them - all.
Some he's found nine feet be-
low the topsoil.

He does his digging in an
area bhounded by curving
overpasses and the black mac-
adam of Route 138, not far
from Founders Brook.

It's in this area the first
settlement stood and he main-
tains the first Baptist Church
in America was erected here.

About four years ago, when
the town hall was renovated,
an historian’s windfall was
discovered. Dozens of musty
books containing the fown's
original records were found in
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of Liberty?

the attic. They were stored
temporarily in the police. de-
partment’s photo lab and the
serecant, a. police photogra-
pher, had a chance 1o pour
through the books and papers.

The documents. still firm
and white after centuries, are
all marked with the seal of
each succeeding town clerk.
That is, until the present seal
was adopted.

He has a theory about the
seal, foo. Containing seven
eight-pointed  stars, the seal
has always been a: mystery.
Some 'maintain. it has some-
thing to do with the town, but
Sergeant Pierce disagrees.

“I don’t think it has any-
thing to do with the town. 1
think it was just the family
crest of the first town clerk,”
he says.

If the present-day seal of
the town, emblazoned on the
doors of the town's police

cars, is a modern delineation .

of that ancient town clerk’s
family crest, it 1is still in
touch with the first years of
the town, for over the seal
are the four words “Founded
on the Compact.”
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‘THE FIRST WHITE SETTLERS MEMCRIALIZED IN BRONZE AFTER 285 YEARS. .

E

Gov, Flynn, who paid tribute to the spirit of independence impulse and

od and supplied by Captain’® Franck Taylor Evans, U, §, N. " =
i netion of NewpgH® Pgdzons of tho past.

The Bronze tablet coneceived, pla
town, while he still was in: his Junior |

PKA'SE FOR DR' B'CKNELL' Th W Bo k I’ “ - year ‘at Brown University. His first

; SE ST AL , omas R Iickne ‘ F speech was in favor of the abolition of
Did Much to Put State and Isl- 4 ‘ ° s 1 y negro schools within the State.

i X S L4 He served six years as Cot issi 1

and in Proper Light Be- ﬂ v i —— s of Public Schools I(nt!\'ingl beo(r’lluil(ftﬂgmi}x’x |

] | ! May, 1869, at a critical time in educa-
fore World. HE n' | tional organization in Rhode Island. He
, ¥ : created the ate Board of Education,

now 55 years old, and in 1871 founded
the State normal schoql, now the Rhode

4 | Island College of Education.
He published on the av rage of One
e de I volume a season for ¥y on educa-

tional, historical or gen ogical sub-
A Jects, and at various times edited edu-

PrOVldenCB Lecturer and Scholar cational papers and magazines. He was

To the Editor of the News:

I see the papers are still rightly
referring to the wonderful nonogen-
arian, Thomas Williams Bicknell,
LL. D., who recently died in Provi-
dence, with what seemed at this
distance to be lamented suddenness.
I wonder how many there are who

|
|
i
)
x

know how much he did for the trus [ well known as u lecturer, and had been |
history of our state, and especiallv { | : | l.)""“'"i"‘n“ of 38 different organizations
of Newport. Many years the truth | { Succumbs at HoSpltal Fol- | [hroughout the country, ; and active:in
about Rhode Island (Aquidheci ‘w | ‘ ’ hundreds of others. 4 ‘
was in the off.cial published aimals, [ ] : 3 | [ BORN IN BARRINGTON

but it was practically unknown  to | ! Iowmg Operatlon' J He was born in Barrington, Sept. 6, |
even the citizens of this stata, , B Vit [ 1834, of Normamn ancestry, being. of the‘

ith generation of American Bicknells.

TR 2 |
REPUTATIGN  NATION-WIDE | | Mhe ancient name of Pavilly was

Learned historians wrote, following
other writers who did not know the
facts, until Dr, Bicknell set himself,
with his remarkable vigor and |
picturesque «fearlessness, to. attack

Phie tevarmeal ‘Tamnle nf nfarmatinm  Thawril | |

changed to Byken-Hulle when some of
the family crossed to England with Wil-
liam the Conqueror in 1060.
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The Bronze tablet conceived,

planncd and

PﬁAISE FOR DR. BICKNELL.

'Did Much to Put State and Isl-
“and in Proper Light Be-
fore World. ‘

To the Editor of the News:

1 see the papers are still r.ghtly
referring to the wonderful nonogen-tr
arian, Thomas Williams Bicknell,
LL. D., who recently died in Provi-
dence, with what seemed at this |
distance to be lamented suddenness.
I wonder how many there are whu
know how much he did for the true
history of our state, and especiallv
of Newport. Many years the truth
about Rhode Island (Aquideck
was in the off.cial published ammals,
but it was practically unknown to
'even the citizens of this stata.
Learned historians wrote, following

ther writers who did not know the
acts, until D, Bicknell set himse!f,
with his remarkable vigor and
picturesque ~fearlessness, to. attack
the general lack of information, hews
ing to the line regardless of what or
who was sucrificed. Repeatedly he!
spoke in Newport, always holding
cloge attention by his pungent, witty,
fearless style of talking. He dis- |
dained all stilted language, speaking |

straight to the point, in plain, ev-
ery-day English  words, carrying

‘conviction as he proved his points;
by unquestioned authorities.

It seems as if he has done more than | |
any cther man to put the state andl
lour island—the real Rhode Island |
of history—in a proper light before
the world. He was, among other |
tasks, engaged in placing monu- |
ments to the original settlers of
Portsmouth, when he ceased his la-
bors, one for Ann Hutchinson being |
nearly ready to unveil. While other
able men are interested in the work, |
his leadership is sadly missed. His |
|“Story of John Clarke” has wmade |
the world his debtor, and Newport
can mevér sufficiently thank him. for’
the great way in which he- has
showed our John Clarke to be the1
leading statesman and apostle:

\ religious liberty of Amer-\

; loss  will long be = la-
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Thomas W. Bicknell

Franck Taylor Evans, U. S,
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T. W. BIGKNELL 91,
 DEAD; WELL KNOWN
- ASR. L HISTORIAN

Providence Lecturer and Scholar
Succumbs at Hospital Fol-

lowing Operation.

REPUTATICN NATION-WIDE

Founded Town in North Dakota and
Helped Make Kansas Free State
in Early Days of Eventful t
|
|

and Notable Career

Thomas W. Bicknell, of 20T Doyle ave- |
famous as a historian, lecturer and
died at 10:08 last night, follow-
underwent at 1

nue,
scholar,
ing an operation
o'clock in the afternoon.

He was taken to the institution ‘last
Vri}lny to be prepared for what wa,s;-on- |
sidered 'to be a serious operaiton. ?w
his 91 years, he was said to be uh'x‘ﬂ. ally
strong, and he went to the operating tablrx’

in a hopeful frame of mind. Because .of |
/his advanced age, however, he was un-
| able to withstand the shodk, % o |

KNOWN NATION-WIDE
" As educator, historian, legislator a.nd]
lauthor, Thomas Williams. Bicknell for |
| years was prominent in publie affairs of‘
Rhode Island, whence his fame and ac- |

he

|
|
|
|
|

[ tivities ‘{read to the rest of the coun-j
try. .
| Mr. Bieknell figured in important move-|

ments here since he was elected Repre-
the ' General Assgmbly of
- Barrington, lis home

Fir !
&<

>

netion of

Newpy

4 | of the office of supé
. |in_each- town

he spirit of independence impulse

ens of the past.

town, while he still was in:his Junior
yvear at Brown University. His first
speech was in favor of the abolition of
negro schools within the State.

He served six years as Commissioner
of Public Schools, having been elected in
May, 1869, at a critical time in educa-
tional organization in Rhode Island. He
created the State Board of Education,
now 55 years old, and in 1871 founded
the
Island College of Education.

He published on the average of one
volume a season for years -on educa-
tional, historical or genealogical sub-
Jects, and at various times edited edu-
cational papers and magazines. He was
! well known as u lecturer, and had been
President of 38 different organizations
throughout the country,
hundreds of others.

BORN IN B! \RRIV(:']‘O\'

He was born in Barrington, Sept. 6,
1834, of Normamn ancestry, being. of the
| eighth generation of American Bicknells.
The ancient name of Pavilly was
changed to Byken-Hulle when some of
the family crossed to England with Wil-
| liam the Conqueror in 1060.
| _ His father, Allin Bicknell, who died in

1870 at the age of 83, was a Barrington
| farmer, a Colonel of the Bristol County
Mid.itiu, Representative for three years
and Senator for four years in the Rhoda
| Island General Assembly. His mother
w H(nriot Byron Kinnicutt of Bar-

Mi dcknell attended the short. summe
"and  wintaf™erms 6f his districtySchooi
| until he, was 16, when he entered Thetford
Academy, Thetford, Vt. He spent his
Freshman year at college at Amherst,
|teaching part of the time at Rehoboth,
Mass., and Elgin, Ill. He entered Brown
as a Sophomore, receiving his A. M.
gree in 1860,
| While he was in the ‘West in the sum-
|mer of 1856, Mr. Bicknell joined 70 men
{in helping to make Kansas a free State.
and later was co-founder of the town of
New England, N. D.» He wa$ imprisoned
for two weeks by bordersruffians at Kan-
sas City. i

His teaching career imcluded the prin-
cipalship of the Bristol high school and
the Arnold street grammar school, Provi-
dence,

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Other accomplishments during his term

. | reorganization and buildmg of the Rhode

| Island - l'nstvtute of Instruction, creation
intendent of schools
State ;, !ounding of

de-‘

as Public School CGommissioner were the |

and |

and active in |

State normal school, now the Rhode |
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000, will be used to erect a

e e L e T
;:g evetnm.t;t'j schools and school libraries,
| restoration and editing of The Rhod : S SRR N R,
Isl;;nd Schoolmaster. o »:{aotn'ze sttamue of Massasoit a‘ndc"}?.::}
e was appointed delegate to th ues of other historically-emi ! -
- Vtierl‘;ne:li Toxposition in 1873, when he ajsgx ]zﬁr;s ](,’(:.aBm”ngton' A yv-eminent citi- ¥
stud educational methods during a tour | P cre tract of land givi ‘ ? “
- |of Ttaly, Greece, Turkey and countries | Bicknell for the “Alﬂn-gicli:e]‘;ypmr' , ; ;
| from Ireland to Asia Minor. :':d ‘Pl'a‘ygrwnd" wasg refused b z;k ‘ - _ : , ‘ 5 e R R
As founder of the New England Jour- \ ~W,}£,£&rﬂngbon in 1922 on the gyr‘ € On Providence’s East Side th 3 s o - LY
nal of Bducation, Mr. Bicknell went to that there was. no /mone £ Ehoung | %gtampers.” Its name has the're used to be a street peculiar] :
Boston, where he later brought out other e ok Py 03 g ‘néces- e i aouuas AP EURE LI Ml Shie Post Op0 o nmdj o
educational literature. The New England Mr. Bicknell marnied Ameli . this incident: ys that Stampers street received it ce Depart- S
Bureau of Iducation, now Winship's| ing of Rehoboth in 1860, ia D. Bland- | A s name from
Teachers' Agency, also was founded and 1896, Three child .1 Bhe died in Not long aft. i I ~
built up by Mr. Bicknell. . g At the time ofl .h;;m d;;i;e zgr“i to them. [ proacheg;] wi‘;;l:ll;ovldence was settled, a bod f »
‘At the 1878 meeting of the American In- his daughter on Doyle avenue léed b | tlers hit u e evident purpose of attack ¥ O niiane MY
stitute of Instruction, when Mr. Bicknell Mr. Bickmell was a striking f his city. | loudl pon a desperate plan. Th . The handful of set-
| 3as its President, more than 3000 mem- his height of more than gxﬁgfue::. with | Y lary to convince the enemy tha ¢ th eyt began to stamp their feet
bers witnessed the first public {llustration his patriarchal snowy beard. Hle ﬁ;‘g . red rgne number of men. The ruse we SkOCkade was fortified with
of the telephone by its inventor, Prof. A.| unusually good health for a man of | tion” en retired in the face of orked, and the disheartened
| B. Dotbear. In- 1880 he founded the Na- vears, .and an alert mind. He e his || n” such “overwhelming o8 ;
tiomal Council of Education at Chau- ern ideas, belleving in the D‘I‘ese'nl;l : or;uod- “ ' ‘ grposl;
| tauqua, N. Y. He was elected President ;" mﬂenegamm and approving of ﬂob&f& ‘ K.L H
v and i . . .
Continued on Page 4, Column 1: eihle manne‘:-‘,‘e?r;ﬂ 1;35 had lived in a i
: / be a hundred. pected to live to
cnNROITLED vl &
9 . ’l = "
ontinued from Page 1, Col?a:* "
; of the National Tducation Association of
the -United States in 1884 !
From 1880 to 1890, - M. Bicknell served T )
1as Representative of Ward 2, Boston, in
the Massachusetts General Court, and was
; chairman of House committees on ‘educa- 5
‘ tion and suffrage. - N
,..4 HIS PRIN’CI.PAL WORKS ‘ﬁ.' " '
Principal among his books and pam=iy ’
phlets are: whe Life of William Lord i
Noyes,”’ «‘Historic Sketches of Barring- “
ton,” agowams,”  History of Barring-
ton,” “‘Story of Dr. John Clarke,” ‘‘His
tory: of [Rhode Tsland ~ Normal Sthool,’
“mhe Governors of Rhode Island,” “'lfh‘
Dorr War” and “The H

& istory of Rhod!
Jsland,” in four volumes. He wrote & \
few poems, and was publigher and edito A
of the. Genealogy of the Bicknell family i
present members of which he organize
into an association in 1879. I
Leading educators of the country no’
inated Mr. Bicknéll as chief of the §
partment of Education and Fine Arts
the Columbian Exposition of 1802-93, | :
| he was set aside for local, personal a ¢
i political reasons. ’ '
;ﬂ As a public lecturer, he gave & serig
before the Brooklyn Institute on “Th
Fwvolution of Democracy,’’ and after
series of lectures on Alaska, he was aske
by an eminent Boston publisher to writ
a book on the _subjeet. A
LIGADER IN CHURCH
g M Bicknell was a leader in church and;
sunday school organizations for years,
| serving as @ superintendent in Bristol,
Barrington and Dorchester, Mass. o}
R M e SOy ey 1
" [was founder and first President of the | : )
) Island Ctm_‘g-regationa-l' sunday
President of the In-| .
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,iﬁ%?ﬂﬁns' e't?;: ?;f;t?:ﬁ :20 ét(‘f?! i - | Ileft, Rev. Wilbur Nelson spoke of
hnzations 6 proceed divectly b | b LBt ChuroR < having
the hil), and they will be placed T r: ' been feunded by Dr. John Clarke, |
5 3 1 - of the plan to properly preserve the
]

order of arriyal from the flag-staff
to thée gastward.. e
Captain Evans is particularly do-
sirous that all attending join with the
apprentice hrigade in sine'ne,

Clarke bhurial ground and of the!
thanks due Captaif Evans for his
idea and the carrying out of memor- |
ializing the landing of the first set- |

.. Prior to the prosram at the tah-
let, members of Weenst Shas-i‘t
Tribe of Red Men will stase a Y
~lof spectac¢le harking back to tha
days when Nicholas Easton and his
|party landed on what Ires call=|
“Coasters Harbour Island. ™ The cn-|
tire gathering will sing “A%1a Lanz
Syne," accompanied by thve © VHand.
Rev. Harold Stearns Ciapron wil of-
fer prayer, anft remarks - will

made by Rev, Wilkur Nelson,
Céptaiit Thranck T. Fvane, whnl
thelielit ofrhe anemorial and Ay ianl
18 thoueht o oveention will gl
B Uttle histaMcsl afdress, 8 lowsd
T jj«ddrgﬂh, B+ Meror  Suiliviy
and Govetng: I'Nnm. Tha vhveil He
‘ik'm then hli':i:b 3%5“ R i) O f);‘:\, (”5?\‘:
| Drentices sing “America {he Beanuti=

Tul,” accompanied by ths hand.

IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY.

MUCH CREDIT DUE CAPTAIN EVANS
" FOR BLAZING TRAIL TO MEMORIAL-
/ZING FIRST SETTLERS,

s

Captain Franck T. Evans's orig-
inal settlers’ tablet was unveiled on
Coasters’ Harbor Island yesterday

|
|
[
|
|

been the case before white man
made the ground such a  smooth,
grassy sword. In through the assem- |
bly they wended their way, squat- |

tlers. i

Captain Evans said: “It is per-

haps, strange that part of the
American Navy should today he en-
gaged in commemorating the found- |

ing of Newport, but to those who |
will think back, it will be appar-.

ent that but for, or perhaps 1
should say, on acecount of, the land-
ing on this island of Nicholas Bas-
ton and his ‘two sons, the navy
would not now have the privilege
of landing and remaining on this
island. To most Americans and, in

|fact, to most human beings, thel‘e,
is a date from which the passage !

of time is reckoned. With some it is
Christmas in the year one:
others it is the Hegira; with others
it is the date of the creation of the
world, and others date from the

commencement of different dynas-
ties. With Americans one of the
popular ddtes from which to reckon
time is the date of the Declaration
of Tndependence—the ¥ourth of July

§tterBaon with.lmyressive. eerémony]ieg on the giround on one s of the 1776.~ I ask you now please to o
before a fansigeroldle numbecsof g8~ Hpyiger forming a foreground to the { back about twice as far and think
scendants of Nicholas Baston, Who Easton descendants, of April thirtieth, 1629, and think

Jocated Newport after first landing
on what is now the Training Sta-
tion. Beside the descendants there
were Governor Flynn and members
of the general assembly, Mayor Sul-
livan and members of the Board of
Aldermen, hundreds of Newport cit-
izens and the uniformed forces o
the Training Station. 4

Captain Evans was showered
with compliments for blazing the
trail to the memorializing of the

Dick Sears, the International Film
operator, said these costumes made
a grand background for the news
feature pictures which he was talk-
ing of the proceedings. The road-
way was filled with chairs for tue
public and organizations attending.

Back against the building there
were the older boys of the station
as. the leading ehorus to put over
the songs; on the piazza wag the
band, and to the west of the main

a moment of what happened here on
that day. Unfortunately Peter Kas-
ton neglected to say where he and
his father and his brother landed,
i but if we, for a moment, will think
of the contour of this island at that

with |

[ time, and will rememper that Nich- |

jolas Haston and his two sons, caine
fhere in a small boat, skirting the
| west coast of Aquidneck, it is nof
| difficult for us to imagine that they
|landed at the foot of this  hill,

first settlers in Rhode Island and L‘T}lkd‘\'ﬂs massed the apprentice where, at that: tithe, 'was a shelving
was invited by Historian Bicknell |brigade, : S SR Y DE
macome u -shze and help in)'n ;‘m- On the station staff and on  the RRes, anh - Vbl [Ty

p-state s I a st old frigate Constellation Sunday Alse it is not  difficult to helieve

ilar event next summer.

The artistic tablet has hden af-
fixed to a granite boulder which, in
turn, is set in a very firm founda-
tion of concrete to the right of the
main entrance to the administration

flags were flying and as the gov-
ernor arrived on the island the
state flag was broken out from the
maintop.

Among the descendants are Wil-
liam J. BEaston and Arthur H. Eas-

that the
walked up this hill in order to view
the country, and so it is more than
probable that 285 years ago Nich-

where . .we are standing and looked

Kastons, after landing,

olas Easton and his two sons stood |

'huil(‘ling which was formerly New- ton, the tenth in the direct  line about them. And, looking ahout |
port's poor house for more than a from Nicholas Easton: their child- them, they asked themselves,

century. Already ivy has been
planted against the boulder for fur-
ther ornamentation.

ren, James A. Easton, Mrs. John E.
Wheeler, Helen F. Easton, Marga-
ret C. Kaston, James Thurston Eas-

| “Where are we?”
| Two hundred and eighty-five
jyears ago today the Eastons changedl

A late afternoon hour was chosen  {o Elizabeth  Weaver Bas- jthe name of Weenat Shassitt <o |

for the ceremony to give opportuni- ton, . Roland J. HEaston, Gardne Coasters’” Harbhor Island. Other

/ ity to as many as possible to aitend. C. Easton, Read Coggeshall Easton e —— - .
The beautiful island,  which natural- Harry V. Easton, Mrs. Charles Ta- chantres have comelabont. We nol

ly suffers from bleak winds, was brum, Mrs. John. Cookinham, Mrs. longer use the name ;\quidne('f-lg

perhaps as uncomfortable vesterday
as Nicholas ISaston and his party
found it 285 years ago when they
found no shelters in which to take
refuge, hence it may have been that
the next day they came over to what

Mary A. IEaston, Herbert L. Eas«
ton, Archibald V. Baston, James C.
Jaston, Robert H. Easton, Mrs.
Florence Riegel, George A. Easton,
Mrs. Olive Kaston Senedecki, Mrs.
Elizabeth McKenzie Henrv Stevens

Island. We seldom sgpeak of Conani- |
cut, and few of us know the meaning |
of “Xontee Sinunk’. While changes |
in nmames have come about, uthcrl
changes too have come. Some ot |
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Coasters’ Harbor Island yesterday
afternoon with impressive ceremony
"hefore a considerable mumber:of de-
scendants of Nicholas Easton, who
|located Newport after first landing
‘on what is now the Training Sta-
!tion, Beside the descendants there
were Governor Flynn and members
‘of the general assembly, Mayon Sul-
‘livan and members of the Board of
)Aldermen, hundreds of Newport cit-

and the uniformed forces of
‘t-he Training Station. A ¥
‘Captain Evans was _ showered|
with compliments for  blazing the
trail to the memorializing of ' the
first settlers in Rhode Island and
was invited by Historian Bicknell
‘to come up-state and help in a sim-
‘ilar event next summer.

The artistic tablet has hdéen af-
fixed to a granite boulder which, in
turn, is.set in a very firm founda-
tion of concrete to the right of tihe
main entrance to the administration
' building which was formerly New-
port’s poor house for more than a
century. Already ivy has been
planted against the boulder for fur-
ther ornamentation. E
. A late aftermoon hour was chosen
for the ceremony to give opportuni-
ty to as many as possible to aitend.
‘The beautiful island,' which natural-
1y suffers from bleak winds,

as N cholas Easton and his
found it 285 years ago when they
found no shelters in which to take
refuge, hence it may have been that
the next day they came over to what
is now Newnort to seek a little
woodland shelter and a  spring.
The Indian was already here  but
the hew-comers. are recorded  as
having purchased Jand rather than
‘aequiring it by might, hence . there
are ‘Ip?;records of hostile treatment.
Thug it seel qq«&t‘;_i, e appropriate)
that at the unveiling of the tablet:
the 1ed man, the real origin:

party

=

was [,
perhaps as uncomfortable yesterday{-Ma‘ry K

grassy sword. In through the assem-
bly they wended their way, squat-
ted on the ground on one side of the
boulder forming a foreground to the
Easton descendants.

Dick Sears, the International Film
operator, said these costumes made
a grand background for the news
feature pictures which he was tak- |
ing of the proceedings. The ruad-‘l
way was filled with chairs for tlue
public and organizations attending.
E Back against the building there
were the older boys of the station|
| as. the leading ehorus to put over
the songs; on the piazza was the
band, and to the west of the main
W was massed the apprentice
brigade,

On the station staff and on th

old frigate Constellation Sunday
flags were flying and as the gov-f
ernor arrived on the island th

state flag was broken out from th
maintop.

Among the descendants are Wil
liam J. Easton and Arthur H. Eas
ton, the tenth in the  direct lin
from Nicholas Easton; their child-
ren, James A. Easton, Mrs. John E
‘Wheeler, Helen F. Easton, Marga
ret C. Easton, James Thurston Eas-
ton, Elizabeth Weaver Eas
ton, . Roland J. Easton, Gardne{
C. Easton, Read Coggeshall Easton
‘Harry V. Easton, Mrs. Charles Ta

rum, Mrs. John. Cookinham, Mrs
Kaston, Herbert L. Eas
ton, Archibald V. Iaston, James
Caston, Robert H. Easton, Mrs.,
Florence Riegel, George A. Easton,
Mrs. Olive Easton Senedecki, Mrs.
Elizabeth McKenzie, Henry Stevens
Wheeler, Ceeorge H. Draper, William
G. Taylor, Mrs. Walter C. Goffe,
Mrs. Albert C. Landers, Jr., Mrs.
Charles S. Landers, Mrs. Martha
Gardner Taston, Mrs. Thomas B.
Tanner, Mrs. Francis N. Fullerton,
Miss Elizabeth T, Bosworth, Mrs.
Rebecca K. B.  Macyicar, Mrs. |
Philip. . Simmons, and ~ Edward
T. Bosworth - of this city. Mr..
‘and Mrsv Fred W. Haston of Paw-|

settler,s should form a- background
for the ceremonies. This was under-
n by Weenat Shassit Tribe, “Im
.p%led» Order of Red Men.: The. tribe
seefued rightly  entitled to . thi
h@:}‘f}i:eﬂtgpd&y because it ' per
petuates the Indian name of Coaster:

overnor Flynn and his
1 .one . direction,
there Was observed filing up  from
the southern part of  the “island
a score of Indians in full ©* costume
ut without war paint or toma-

tim

tucket, James Johnson Easton .;ng
Providence; John L. aston  of
‘Pawtucket: Alida ~ Easton
Brink of Pra&vidence; Isaac B. Ma-
comber of Portsmouth, and Joseph;
D. Easton of Washington, many  of
whom were present.

The hour of 5 (daylight
time) having arrived the band
struck up “Auld Lang Syne” and
the entire assembly broke into songg.'l

saving/

offeréd- a prayer of thanks to. the
‘pioneers for the heritage they hg.ﬂ['

wks, but peacably inclined. g Veir
#fpu‘_r‘s'xer‘vt‘rfﬁ: irregular %wou q Ve

TR

[Continued on Page Twelve.] f
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| time is the date of the Declaration
| of Independence—the Fourth of July

| uf Newport in 1880 voted to transfer

Rev. Harold Stearns Capron then

1776.~ I ask you now please to go
back about twice as far and think|
of April thirtieth, 1629, and think
a moment of what happened here on
that day. Unfortunately Peter Eas-
‘| ton neglected to say where he and
his father and his hrother landed,
but if we, for a moment, will think
of the contour of this island at that
time, and will rememper that Nich-
olas Haston and his two sons, caine
here in a small boat, skirting the
west coast of Aquidneck, it is not |
difficult for us to imagine that they |
landed at the foot of this  hill,
.where, at that.time, was a shelving,
sandy beach in a sheltered cove, |
Also it is not  difficult to bhelieve
that the Kastons, after landing,
walked up this hill in order to view
the country, and so it is more than
probable that 285 years ago Nich-
olas Kaston and his two sons stood

where .we are standing and looked
about them. And, looking abhout
them, they asked . themselves,

“Where are we?” ‘

Two hundred and  eighty-five
years ago today the Eastons changed
the name of Weenat Shassitt  ¢»

Coasters’ Harbor Island. Other
—— — - — =
chances have come about.’ We no
longer use the name Aquidneck

Island. We seldom speak of Conani-
cut, and few of us know the meaning
of “XN:-ntee Sinunk”. While changes
in names have come about, other
changes too have come. Some at
these changes are due to the  visit
to this island by the Kastons in 1639.
On the day after, the Eastons sailed
to the southward and castward and
selected the site of the city of New-
port. The navy owes a debt to Nich
olas Kaston. The navy owes a debi|
to Govlernor Arnold. The navy owes |
a debt to Newport. For, by that|
line, did Coasters’ Harbor Island |
come into the possession of the
navy. Governor Arnold bought this
Island, together \\:iﬂ.l the Island of
Nantee Sinunk, now known as,
Gloat Island, on which is located the
Naval Torpedo Stz‘%i_on, and Dyer's
Island, off Bradford, from the Indi-
ans for the sum of six pounds ten
shillings. He later sold this island
to the city of Newport. The voters

this island fromt their own city to|
the state of Rhode - Island. The
legislature of the state of Rhode
Island then ceded it to the navy. Not
only is this island the first English-

| named part of Newport, but it has |
| peen first in many ways. Here we
= SRR A - TR R e
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not agreeable. He spoke of the
coming here of John Clarke to seek
rligious liberty and right to the ex-
presszion  of thought, and of 150
‘}'0:11‘3 later when Thomas Jefferson
| wrote the Constitution of the
| United States and of his writing
‘intu it John Clarke's belief. In
Newport, he said, there was found-
ed the first real democracy of the
Iworld and that it was now fitting
285 years later, that the memory
{of the first settlers be honored by

- |
the tablet which Was to be un-|
veiled. He said that had he ‘the |

| power he would place a line on it
Which woeuld read ‘“Placed hor
direction of Captain 1

C

L e Sy, WS & PRSI GRNE.  TU  Halne
1o me the IZaston descendant that
the Historical Society desired to |

'have unveil thé Settlers’ Stone. The |

Historical Society has named Read

| Coggesha’l Easton, and he will now

unveil the Settlers’ Stone of New-
port.”
Easton pulled the cord which

tripped the rigging for the unveiling |
by fiying aloft the Union Jack which

had enfolded the boulder. Captain
Fvans announced that in affixing the
fablet the boulder had to he cut and

that the chips had been saved and

could be taken as momentoes.
After the singing of the hymn,
Captain Evans said: “We of the
navy deeply appreciate the signal
honor paid us by our civilian neigh-

officers and men for the state and
said that the members of the assem-
bly had so much enjoyed themselyes
that they: were planning _ another
trip down when the weather is more
auspicious for out-of-doors and  for
!Spﬂl‘(s.

| Captain Evans called for = three

cheers which were given with a vim
and then Sam Levine led the Train-
| ing Station yell which ealled for ap-
| plause from the visitors.

{ The monogenarian, educator and
thistorian, Thomas W. Bicknell, camo
:ns a'guest of the city on the re-
‘peated solicitation of Mayor Sulli-
|\a.n and while here Mr. H. B, Wood
acted as his special escort. Mr.
!J}ioknoll has, in the past, been fear-
'less in presenting the facts of the

Evans, the wortl | | bors in today attending the cere-
sire. He said the . should so be | monies and to show our appreecia-
marked as a memorial of the ¢ & tion the apprentice seaman brigads
and the nation to the commanding Will pass in review, after which the
officer, who h done sn much for monics will be considered con-
both. ¥e nub thanked Captiin led.”

Evans in the e of the eity of 'he band played “America, the

vrior activities here for civil and
religious liberty as against the
claims of Providence Plantations
for Rodger Williams. His claims as
to Newport and her noted men have
now become recognized through his
picturesqie speeches and writings.

U || Newport for w he done in TS e e e, g i AR, He mad: the trip by automobile
l the erecting of +ihi | soautiful’ and the boys: burst into and waj entertained at tea at the
1 Foiic I 5011‘: again, station by Mrs. Evans.
i; i s 3 I'he viewpoint was now to change. :
: The boys marched off to the parare

'_“ firound while the "audience took its
J new position. The troupe marched
{ by, Governor Flynn taking the re-
view. The brigade was then formed
in front of the flagstaff and sang a
number of songs ending the formali-
ties with the singing of “America.” {

Ifollowing  the ceremonies of tha

T

1.upon the. p

State of Rhode Islang, through |
I their ezisle P i ac i

! ll (:‘1]. {:Ll:lltl‘ll(-‘.’ to pass the act day Captain Evans invited the state
;(]e,(mb Coasters' Harbor Island to and city representatives into  his
1] a vy ~ - -~ - r o K 3 # 9
;[tll» 113\1\ I, 'tljﬁleft_)lC.‘ feel I have office. Here was a warming sghelter
wle‘ 1‘15 :‘t lv: -l‘»‘;]\ His Excellency, the from the breezes, while the boys
sovernor of Rhode Island, to speak Were marching to bar racks putting

on(‘(ll}lxs“ u(:(’ﬂﬁ;gl].’ 1 away their parade equipment and
overnor Flynn spoke of the breparing for mess. The guests were

v aspiration of the heart anq soul

I then led to the mess hal Jars
80Ing on and of the apirit and jm- gl o

racks B, first staying their steps in

bulse of the ‘Euswns, who settled | the balcony to look down upon thsa
- h_el'e and of hig hope for their con- boys drawn up in line on the dl'}li
) tinuance. He was happy to be pres- floor awaiting orders to march to
ent on z?'ucll an occasion and to the mess hall and up to the serving
think of what Newport had meant tables. The visitors were boin?‘
to the country in its naval ang ciyil treated to the same service and food
history. He named Newporters which the boys have. They wore

\\'.hose names have become famous in
history and the splemiid traditions
\ which had been handed down from
them. He extended the thanks of
| the state to Captain Evang and paid
his respects to the youiz men of

given aluminum trays having gix
compartments and, as they filed past
the serving cooks, a portion of each
kind of food was placed in a com-
partment following which they pro-’

ceeded to tables where they  were

tno‘ 11:1}';'1 n ;i tlien served with bowls of tea. "The
’(4apt4.m L\.m.m then said that it bovs came in, were served, and seat-
was his privilege to introduce ed. Supper comprised hamburg

gnother brominent man, Thothas W,

Bicknell. This patriarch of Rhode

Islang history, in stepping  in front |

of the stone, first paid his respects consensus .of opinion of the visitors

' to the Red Men saying that he him- vray that the food was fine and the

) self had been chief of a tribe and quantity sufficient for g good appe-

. \ that it was fitting that they should tite.

¥ take_part in such a notable ceremony, When the boys  were all  seated |

Coming fro;n the upper part of the | Captain Bvan escorted ihe governor
state he said he had had his bands to the centre of the nYess hall.

stealk, roasted botatoes, crab and
vegetable salad, lima, beans, bread
and butter and cinnamon rvolls. The

;‘u}ll of {mpitagq and now they were Silence - being  blown (_'aptnill‘ Captain’ Evans, Commanding 7 ning Station a “chip of the om'
ull of denouncing heresy. He Spoke Lvans announced it was tha . first gl Block” Son & Bob Evans. i
Of the early recognition of religions time helever had ° ‘the honot' of. | . -

- g - - -

liberty on the Isiand of Blode Islara | i

i PR y L N
Tt g el : o g




‘Iworld and that it was now fitling

who had been driven out Ol MasSsSd=
chusetts because their religion was
not agreeable. He spoke of the
coming here of John Clarke to seek
rligious liberty and right to the ex-

|'preszion of thought, and of 150
| years later when Thomas Jefferson
| wrote the Constitution of the

| United. States and gf his writing
linto it John Clarke's - belief. In
Newport, he said, there was found-
ed the first real democracy of {he

285 years later, that the memory
{Of the first settlers be honoved LY
;tlle tablet which wWas to be un-
| veiled. :
power he would place a line on it
which would read “Placed her
|direction of Captain Franck
Evans., the worthy fa
| sire. He said the i

marked as a memor ¢
and the nati to the commanding
| officer, who 1 done sn much 1'"~1'
‘| both. He publi thanked Capildin
‘E\‘ans in the name of the ecity of

2 e
<hould o b

of the

Newport he had done in
the erecting of this tablet.
| Wit

sullivan's

Mayou

upon

| State of Rhode Island, through
f their legislature, to pass the act
| deeding Coasters’ Harbor Island to
the navy. I, therefore, feel I have
the right to ask His Excellency, the
governor of Rhode Island, to speak
on- this occasion.”

Governor Flynn spoke of the
aspiration of the heart and soul
going on and of the spirit and im-
pulse of the Kastons, who settled
here and of his hope for their con-
tinuance. He was happy to be pres-

lent on such an occasion and to

think of what Newport{ had meant
to the country in its naval and civil
history. He named Newporters
whose names have become famous in
history and the splemiid traditions
which had been handed down from
them. e extended the thanks of
the state to Captain Evans and paid
his respects to the youiz men of
the navy.

Captain® Elvans then said that it
was his privilege to introduce
another. prominent man, Thothas W.
Bicknell. This patriarch of Rhode
Island history, in stepping

of the stone, first paid his respects

(to ths Red Men saying that he him-

self had been chief of a tribe and
that it. was filting that they should
take part in such a notable ceremony.
Coming from the upper part of the
state he said he had had his bands
full of heritage and now they were

full of denouncing heresy. He spoke
of the early recognition of religious

liberty on the Isiand of Plode Islara |

» ey

e

in front |

He said that had he the|
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cal Society was requested to mname
'to me the IZaston descendant that
the Historical Society desired to |
{have unveil thé Settlers’ Stone. The |
| Historical Society has named Read |
| Coggesha’'l Easton, and he will now
unveil the Settlers’ Stone of New-
port.” - {
Easton pulled the cerd which |
tripped the rigging for the unveiling |
by fiying aloft the Union Jack which |
had enfolded the boulder. Captlain
Fvans announced that in affixing the
tablet the boulder had to he cut and
that the chips had been saved and |
could be taken as momentoes. |

i

|

1

After the singing of the hymn, |
Captain Evans said: ‘“We of the
navy deeply appreciate the signal‘
honor paid us by our civilian neigh-
| bors in today attending the cere-!
monies and to show our apprecia- |
tion the apprentice seaman bri{:ml:-'
will pass in review, after which thc-,f
remonies will be considered con-
ciuded.”

The band played

CE

“America  the J
'l:c:mtifnl" and the boys-burst info j
song again.

The viewpoint was now to change.
The boys marched off to the parane
giround while the audieunce took its
new position. The troupe marched
ilx\', Governor Flynn taking the re-
view, The brigade was then formed
in front of the flagstaff and sang a
number of songs ending the formali- |
ties with the singing of “America.” |
| 1ollowing the ceremonies of tha'
day Captain Evans invited the state
and city representatives into his
office. Here was a warming shelter
from the breezes, while the boys
were marching to barracks putting
away their parade equipment and
preparing for mess. The guests were
then led to the mess hall of Bar-
| racks B, first staying their steps in
| the balcony to look down upon tha
boys drawn up in line on the drill
floor awaiting orders to march to
the mess hall and up to the serving
tables. The visitors were Dbeing
treated to the same service and food
which the boys have. They wore
given aluminum trays having six
compartments and, as they filed puast
the serving cooks, a portion of each
kind of food was placed in a com-
partment following which they pro=-
ceeded to tables where they were
tlien served with bowls of tea. The
boyvs came in, were served, and seat-
ed. Supper comprised hamburg
stealk, roasted potatoes, crab and
vegetable salad, lima beans, bread
and butter and cinnamon rolls. The
consensus .of opinion of the visitors
vrayg that the food was’fine and the
quantity sufficient for a good appe-
tite. \

When the boys were all seated
Captain Bvan escorted the governor |
to the centre of the niess hall. I

Silenee i being blown C.'xptain‘
Evans announced it was the first
time he ever had the hopnr‘_'nf )

iy ok ko W
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officers and men for the state and
said that the members of the assem-
bly had so much enjoyed themselves
that they: were planning :'inotnexr
irip down when the weather is mm'e‘
auspicious for out-of-doors and for

| sports.

| Captain Evans called for threec

cheers which were given with a vim
and then Sam Levine led the Train-
| ing Station vell \'.*hi(:h called for ap-
(plnusc from the visitors.

i The monogenarian, educator and
“I:istori:m, Thomas W. Bicknell, came
,as arguest of the city _on the s
1peated solicitation of Mayor >\le1.
l\an and while here Mr. H. B, Wuod
acted as his special escort. Mr.
lBir'kncll has, in the past, been fear-
less in presenting the f:LCt$ pf the
prior activities here for (‘1.\’11 and
religious liberty as against '1l‘e
claims of Providence Plantations
for Rodger Williams. His claims as
to Newport and her noted men h:n:e
now become recognized through his
picturesqne speeches and \\'ritim:fe.
He mad: the trip by automobile
and wa;s entertained at tea at the
station by Mrs. Evans.

Captain Evans, Commanding T

Block” Son

.

ning Station 2 sehip of the oLl

g Bob

Evans.
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At the John Clarke Groq’ﬂ&;" "y
¢ President William L. Van Doori |
e BaracaMBible Class of * the|
Clarke Memorial :
Ade ﬁ%'glé' 'fir?t} exer sblgwg‘u :
P TeW regime, at the: John ‘Clarkg
| punds, and the large audience
stened attentively to the inspiring
pa informing addresses. Mayor,
Sulliyan and the members of  the
oard’ of Aldermen attended in a
body, and everybody expressed ap-
preciation of the great improve-
.ments. Lieutenant Colonel Shartle
had sent Sergeant William A. Lee,
‘trumpet soloist of the Seventh Band
‘at Fort, Adams, who played for 1‘ue*
Mg& cof the “Lon Btre Doxelo-
{gy” and for the “Song to  John|
Clarke” written by Mrs. Nur:lla E. |
(Nelson, sung to “Anderica” by pupils
(from John Clarke School. Sergeant
Lee also sounded ‘“Taps’. at the!
close. Rev. A. A. Cambridge pro-
nounced an Invocation at the open-
ing. |

After remarks by President Van]
| Doorn, Mayor Mortimer A. Sulli-|
van spoke for the City, landing the|

great quality of John Clarke, Cuw'
Y rranck Taylor Evans, U.'S. N..|

Dr. Charles A. Brackett also]
poke. [

Th tribute of Captain Evans was,
of course, closely followed and ap-|
plauded. Dr. Brackett spoke of thal
(great work Dr. Storer had done for
‘Newpot, bringing to public notice
the practically unknown, remarka-|
ble character and services of John
(Clarke, it being through Dr. Stor-
er's -offorts that the Newport Medi-
cal Society placed in the historicalf
Scomaiin 1885, & tablotitosthe-great

Usician and statesman, who form-

ated the policy of Rhode Island.

r. Brackett -eulogized the nobie

‘ork of physiciang in general and

Jr. John Clarke in particular, as he!
ministered to both body and soul of
his associateg here. |

Principal Dudley E. Campbell of|
John Clarke and Coddington Schools®
pointed out that John Clarke was|
the ideal, all-round missionary, who|
1hag to hea]l bodies, minister to souls|
and also be the teacher of the flock.

- Rev. Mr. Nelson, swccessor to
"John Clarke as pastor of the oldest
Baptist church, and promoter of the
happy vein, and called on Worthy
! Patron H. B. Wood, of John Clarke
| Honor Section No. 1, Cadets of
- | Temperance, which, with the

ftroduction, in 1915, the decoration of
the grave of John Clarke.

%mah, year the bundle of arrows
‘lied witn (ue motto “Love Conquers
e, and it was

ar-
rows (these were nine first settlers
| of  Newport) made by Mr. Sigrard

. They were received by an
’?Abaa{u...- M Selamer dvags S UFS g e

111

co-,
| operation of the then pastor, took as,
one of its first public duties the in-|

.y

“sionaries to go- to Africa before the

s 3 % .
slayvery and - prepared colored m]s-i'
Revolution. The arrowg were then|

placed near the headstone of D4

Clarke, the red ribbon on which)|
| “Amor -Vincit Omnia” had becnl
worked in white by Cadet I'rances|
Willard Smith was wound around

| Clasg to Dr.

the arrows by Grand Patron. J;'v(f‘l'ﬂ'lil;
I.. Henderson, and an American flag|
was put over all. |

The floral trinute of the Baraca
Clarke was placed by
Lawton: |

Vice President David A.
and tribute to Dr. Clarke, Rev.
John Callender—scholar, a founder

of Redwood Library and. authoy: of
> New-

the “Centennial Sermon,” I
ports first history, Rev. Ev:}smus;
Kelley and Rev. (“Ilder”) Mickazl

3ddy. fermer pastors, all buried in
this lot, were placed by a committee
of the congregation—Mrs. Frank C.
Morrill,” Mr. Herbert €. Tilley and
Mrs. Lewis A. Barlow.

Those who attend the John Clarke!
memorial exercises, I'riday morn-
ing, will unite in saying that about
$1,000 are being well spent in  the
| notable improvement of the little,
| cemetery on. West Broadway, where|
a heavy masonry wall has been put
around the parts of the boundary
previously indicated by decaying
wooden fences, and the whole lot is
being graded, while a walk, with
suitable foundation and branches, is
being put in. Later, landscape ef-|
,Iects will be provided. The Men's
Baraca Bible Class of the John
Clarke Memorial Church has as-
sumed care of the lot, and.generous
| contributions from public-minded,
| men and women all over town and
| even-as far away as Maine, have;
furnished the money needed. Presi-|
|dent William 1.. VanDoorn of the
class will preside at the exercises,|
to which everybody is invited, and|

|

| which' are to begin prompily at 10”
|

rand last not over one hour. |

The speakers will include Mayor |
Mortimer A. Sullivan, Senator John!
| H., Greene, Jr.,Captain IFranck Tay-||
lor Evans, U. S. N., representing the
i country at large; Dr. Charles A.

| Brackett, representing the medicalll
profession as John Clarke was: a
regularly graduateq “M.D.”; Prin-

cipal Dudley E. Campbell of the
John Clarke School a delegation ofl,
that school being also invited in
memory of John' Clarke's beques:,
active since 1676, to help children
to an education and Rev. Wilburj
Nelson, pastor of the church found-|
ed by Dr. Clarke in 1638. In 1915,]
i the young John Clarke Honor Sec-J

| tion of Cadets of Temperance began,
in co-operation with the nDastor of

|

‘ garding Life of Clergyman.

JOHN CLARKE’S ANCESTORS.

Additional Information Re- |

-
Full Account Unobtainable Unti| Pa-
pers Preserved in Pubfc Record
Office, London, Are Secured.

To the Editor of the Daily News:

Dear Sir: I was much ‘nterested in
reading in a recent jssue of your paper
an account of a lecture given in New-
port upon Dr. John Q.arke. As 1
have been much ‘nerested in his
career for a number of years, I may
be able to g.ve you some additional

|
linformation regarding h s yife. f

Last winter when in England T made
an extensive research regard ng the
family of Dr. John Clarke in con-
junction with my friend, the d s-
tinguished Suffolk an‘iquary, V'ncent
V. Redstoae, Bsq., of Woodbridge, and
iu the course of my invest gations 1
visited not on'y Westhorpe but the
parish ot F:nningham and Saxted, in
which it appears all his family lived.
' Dr. John Clarke's ancestors were
well-tg)-do yeomen of the Tudor peri-
od and *he first home of the Clarkes
was in Finningham and the next hom:
was in the parish of Westhorpe, where
they were 1ving at the commence-
ment of the reign of Henry VIII, They
removed into Westhorpe upon the
marriage of Dr. John Clarke's grand-
father to Cathen.ne Cook, alas Ca-
rewe, of Westhorpe, whose brother,
William Cook, al as Carewe, gentle-
man of Cotton in the County of Suf-
fo'k, held an officia’ position in the
household of Queen Eizabeth, and to
whom arms were granted by +he Her-
ald’s Co'lege in 1561. It was from this '

family that Dr. Carke's bro‘her,
Carewe Clarke, who also came to
Newport, der'ved h's name

Dr, Clarke's .mother was Rose Ker-
rich, the daughter of William Kerrich
of Saxted, a parish about 15 miles
southeast of Westhorpe. The Kerrichs
were a family of well-to-do yeomen

when settled at Saxted, and T have
traced their descent from a William
Kerrich who was born early in the

fifteenth century. The name is to be
found in Suffolk as early as the year
13e7.

The results of my investigations
were printed in the October issue of
the New England Historic Genealogi- |
cal Society Register, to whom I would
refer those interested. ;

The parish of Westhorpe is about
16 miles east of Bury St. Edmund's

and lies in a pleasant agricultural
unland conntry It ia nrincinag iy nat

| bly a picture of Dr. John Clarke.

| (larka has as vet ampeared, nor can

Settler’s Stone to be Unveiled:

will so inform tha

we

My 0 2 e A A IR Yo il
'i";a,u?ﬁgnown. but which several years |

ago wag fdentified by some zea.l-oug 2
persons as being that of the famous
Rhode Island statesman. There is no
real ~videice upon which such a claim
can be based. and until further light
’s thrown upon the subject it ig mis-
leading to say that it ig even proba-
No adequate account of Dr, John
there be any until extensive research |
has been made in the state papers.
beth coloial and domestie, that arve |
preserved in the Piuthlic Record Office
in Chancery lane, London, because the
most “mportant part of Dr. Clarke's
career was massged in  (London he-
tween the years 1651 and 1663, while
he was the colonfal agent. At  the
time he was engage not only in sate-
gnarding the interests of the Rhodd|
Tsland colony. but also in assisting the
commonwealth statesmen lin the try-
‘ng problmsg of the govermment of
England in an extremelvy dmportant
cris's in Jits Wisgtory, dnd therafore un-
t'1 these documents are examlined® and
browzht to lieht one cannot sav that
w~ have a full aecount of th's Rhode
Island worthv,
G. Andrews Mowarty, Jr.
Boston, Jan. 27! 1922. i

ALL INTERESTED INVITED,

——

“Torhiofrow *Afternoon,

Weenat Shassitt Tribe to Stage Bit
of Speéctacle Prior to Program

! at Tablet.
.. Tomorrow afternoon at 5 o'clock
{the tablet to the memory of Nichol-

as Haston, the first wifite settler of
\ o ¥ - - O
'thls Island, will be unveiled at the
Naval Tralhing Station, with appro-
prikte exercises. The ceremony js
open t6 the public and by this Cap-
tain Evans means that every New.
pqr&tl_"_’who_fs_mte're'sted and can at-
te ‘J;?i’! be welcome.

.OWing to the contour of the loca-
tion of the ‘settler's stone’ fge
hgndl@ng of traffic will be possibly

awkward, unless the plans are caro.
;fuﬂy followed. Captain Evang has |
limited |

2%2)1:&19 tbt}-QServe a very
Space close to thé stone for automo-|
biles cArtying passengers who = for|
2ny réa¥on find it absolutely impo‘s-}
&ible to leave their carriages. Cap- |
tain Evans wishes that any one ar-|
riving on the Station who wishes to
bé present at the ceremonies and

who js unable to leay £ iz
o leave his cartiage,

o













